“Editor's Note: The dramﬂeld rs ong. of tfie
most: rmportant parts of your, septrc system.
- Mamtarnrng it:not.only keeps'the systenr func-
: .-t/onmg proper y—whrch ‘aids’in public health—

Tt prevents an-expensive:-fepair from- damagmg

your.wallet; The -average-cost of. replacmg a

drainfield cart sruri-from $6,000 to riiore than
: ‘$12 000. And rig one wants a smelly drainfield

o o rum outdo I, actrwty;The foﬂowrng Q&A of-

étéWater (ef-
- fluent) from thi septic tank out’ over a large
area of the soil for ﬁria‘i'tre'atment. ’

ground that- channe[pretreated.

A reserve dralnfleld required by many

A "states |s ‘an: area on:the property that is suit-
~ ablefor a:new drainfield'system should the cur-

:rent dratr!flelq fall

e =.How does a dramfleld work’
' The dramf;eld is where the real treatment of
‘ ter occurs. As the-effluent slowly

‘ --moves'through the soil, the drainfield acts as a

-hatural filter'by absorbing the organic materi-
-als, reducmg or removing bacteria and viruses,
. and removing some nutrients. The naturally pu-
. wrified water-is then’ moved to the groundwater
) {-':0r evaporate‘ 1 om the' oil: - -~

by Caigan McKenzie
NESC Staff Writer

What is a drainfield’s life
expectancy?

Drainfields should last at least 25 to 30
years or more if they are designed, installed
and maintained correctly, according to Zarie
Satterfield, engineering scientist with the Na-
tional Environmental Services Center.

What causes a drainfield to fail?

The two most common causes of drainfield

. failure-are hydraulic and biological overloading.

Hydraulic overloading occurs when too much
water is sent to an under-de5|gned system
while too much organic matter i in the effluent

causes biological overloadmg

However, there-are many and varied
causes for drainfield failure, including,
* not maintaining your septic tank;

* solids from the septic system clogging the
small holes in the drainfield pipes;

= additives because they can damage the sys-
tem by breaking up the sludge and scum
layers, causing them to flush out of the tank
and clog the drainfield;

+ flushing fats, oils, greases, chemicals, sol-
vents, paint and other improper substances
down the drain; )

= improper drainfield siting, design, construc-
tion;

* overuse of water-generating appliances;

» garbage disposals because the extra solids
introduced into the tank can increase the ac-
cumulation of sludge by more than 50 per-
cent; )




‘of impending drainfield failure:
- Sluggish drains and toilets in the home

« Odor of sewage in the house and/or outside

Signs that drainfield failure has occurred:

- Sewage backing up into the home
- Ponding in the yard above or near the drainfield

« Soil sinking or collapsing over any part of the system

. excessive rainfall'

. downspouts gutler _ >
drains and. other rai water or.surface water
drainage systems that dlvert water over th
drainfield; S o T _

. tree roots that interfere wnth the dramlrneS'

-vehlcles dnvmg over_the dralnfreld and
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Everything You Always \
Wanted To Know About
Your Septic System...

But Didn't Know Who To Askl

ﬁnvi ol
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. NESC:Offers: Septic Tank&nd:
Drainfield Maintenance Products

NESC offers a CD-ROM titled “Everything You Always Wanted to Know
About Septic Systems . . . But Didn’t Know Who to AsklP” This interactive
CD-ROM targets the homeowner and educates them about conventional
onsite systems. Some sections of this product are based on Florida regula- | ERSE : /s
tions; however, the CD can be edited to reflect regulations and requirements < 4
specific to any state or local jurisdiction. To order, call (800) 624-8301 and
ask for product number WWCDPE76. Cost; $6.50.

A Publication of the Volusia
County Health Department

NESC also offers an information package that provides an overview of septic
tanks for homeowners. Titled “Homeowner’s Septic Tank Information Package,” this
product includes several brochures on how to maintain a septic tank and how to recognize

potential problems. It also includes a record-keeping folder. To order, call (800) 624-8301 and ask for prod
uct number WWPKPE28. Cost: $2.25.

Another helpful product that NESC offers is titled “Onsite Wastewater Treatment Systems: Septic
Tank/Scil Absorption Field” This factsheet describes septic tank and soil absorption systems for treatment
of residential wastewater. Using numeric tables and color diagrams to supplement the text, this factsheet -

describes the components of the system and how to maintain them. To order, call (800) 624-8301 and ask
for product number WWFSGN147. Cost: $1.00.

“If your neighbors are complainin’,
= you best get to drainin’.”

—Winston Rothchild of Rothchild’s
Sewage and Septic Sucking Service



